Neoplastic diseases of the papilla of Vater.
Although it is quite small, the papilla of Vater is an important part of the body. Carcinoma of the papilla may be one of the smallest cancers that can cause death. The 5-year survival rate after resection was 51%, which is not satisfactory. In this article, the topics discussed are (1) pathogenesis, (2) histological characteristics, and (3) the molecular biological characteristics of carcinoma of the papilla of Vater. From results obtained by the investigation of 576 autopsied and 51 resected cases, atypical epithelium was found most frequently in the common channel, where pancreatic juice and bile mix physiologically. Atypical epithelia may be a precursor of carcinoma of the papilla of Vater. Carcinoma of the papilla of Vater could be classified into two types histologically, an intestinal type and a pancreaticobiliary type. The prognosis of patients with the intestinal type was much better than that of patients with the pancreaticobiliary type. These two types of carcinoma should be treated by different operative procedures or adjuvant therapies. Regarding the molecular biological characteristics of carcinoma of the papilla of Vater; (1) K- ras mutation is mainly associated with the intestinal type, and carcinomas of the intestinal and pancreaticobiliary types may develop via different mechanisms; (2) p53 overexpression may play a role in tumor ulceration; and (3) p21/Waf1 overexpression was significantly correlated with a poor prognosis.